
KEEP DOUGLAS BEAUTIFUL EARNS  
CERTIFICATION FROM KEEP  

AMERICA BEAUTIFUL 
The City of Douglas has joined hundreds of 

other cities and communities throughout the 
United States by becoming a certified Keep 
America Beautiful (KAB) Affiliate.  Mallory 
Coffey (KAB Regional Director) and Natalie 
Johnston-Russell (Keep Georgia Beautiful  
Foundation) held a training session with 
Keep Douglas Beautiful (KDB) committee 
members and city officials on Tuesday, 

March 7, 2022.  Afterwards, the committee 
was officially recognized as a Keep America  

Beautiful affiliate.  
For full press release, 

www.cityofdouglasga.gov. 

MARCH CALENDAR 
Recreation Commission – 
March 8, 11:45AM, Magnolia 
Meeting Room, 200 S. Madison  
Keep Douglas Beautiful – 
March 8, 2:30PM, Ashley Slat-
er House, 211 S. Gaskin Ave. 
Downtown Development  
Authority – March 9, 9AM,  
Ashley Slater House, 211 S. 
Gaskin Ave. 
GICH Committee Meeting - 
March 9, 3PM, Ashley Slater 
House, 211 S. Gaskin Ave. 
Downtown Development  
Authority – March 9, 9AM, 
Ashley Slater House, 211 S. 
Gaskin Ave. 
Land Bank Meeting - March 
10, 2PM, Ashley Slater House, 
211 S. Gaskin Avenue. 
Air Base Preservation and 
Development Committee – 
March 14, 12PM, Airport, 440 
Elton Brooks Blvd.  
City Commission – March 14 
& 28, 7PM, at the CE Weir 
Center, 307 E. Bryan Street. 
Veterans Park Committee – 
March 16, 10AM, Airport, 440 
Elton Brooks Blvd. 
Citizens Advisory Committee 
– March 16, 6PM, Youth  
Center, 200F S. Madison Ave. 
Douglas Mayor’s Youth 
Council – March 17, 6PM, 
Youth Center, 200F S. Madison 
Ave. 
Planning Commission – March 
17, 6PM, Slater House, 211 S. 
Gaskin Ave. 
Historic Preservation  
Committee – March 24, 4PM, 
Ashley Slater House, 211 S. 
Gaskin Ave. 

The City of Douglas will hold a Special Election on May 24, 2022, 7AM-7PM, at 
Central Square Gymnasium (200 S. Madison Avenue) for citizens of Ward 6 to 
elect a new commissioner.  
 

- QUALIFYING for the Ward 6 Commission seat begins Mon., Mar. 7, 2022, 8AM, 
through Fri., Mar. 11, 2022, 12PM, at the City of Douglas Customer Service Center 
- Office of the City Clerk, located at 800 S. Peterson Ave. 
 

- Citizens in Ward 6, who are not registered to vote, should REGISTER TO VOTE 
in the Special Election prior to Mon. Apr. 25, 2022, 5PM at the Coffee County  
Elections office, located at 224 W. Ashley Street.   
 

- EARLY VOTING will begin on Mon., May 2, 2022, 8:30AM through Fri., May 20, 
2022, 5:00PM at the Coffee County Elections office (224 W. Ashley St).  Two  
Saturdays available for early voting – Sat., May 7, 2022, 9AM-5PM and Sat., May 
14, 2022 9AM-5PM at the Coffee County Elections Office. 

 
For more information please contact Wynetta Bolder, (912)389-3405 or call the 
Elections Office at (912)384-7018. 

  
March 2022 E-Newsletter    
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Front-Back (L-R): Mallory Coffey (Keep America 
Beautiful Regional Director) Christian Burkett 
(Executive Director of KDB), Charlie Davis (City 
Manager), Natalie Johnston-Russell (Keep Georgia 
Beautiful Foundation), Dinitra Williams (KDB  
President), Mayor Tony Paulk, Blondale Thomas 
(Public Information), Mayor Pro Tem Edwin Taylor, 
Georgia Henderson (Community Development  
Director), Diana Harris (KDB Vice President),  
Rodger Goddard (Code Enforcement), Courtney 
Dorsett (KDB Secretary/Treasurer). Committee mem-
bers not pictured: Mike Bazell, Will Thompson 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1557
https://www.cityofdouglas.com/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14




 

 

DOUGLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AND DOUGLAS FIRE DEPARTMENT VISIT AND EDUCATE IN SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

The City of Douglas Police Department’s Drug and Gang 
Unit recently visited Telfair County Middle School to talk 
to students in the C.H.A.M.P.S. program about the im-
portance of staying away from gangs. C.H.A.M.P.S. works 
to prepare students for a successful life by providing the 
skills, ability, and knowledge to be safe, healthy, and hap-
py. Our investigators enjoyed the opportunity to share 
their knowledge with the students. For more information 
about the Douglas Police Department and their outreach  
services, call (912)384-2222. 

Douglas Fire Department assisted with fire training for East 
Berrien County and Cedar Creek Firefighters. DFD Captain 
Bryson Lott assisted with instructing the class and then the 
Cedar Creek firefighters held exercises at the Douglas Fire 
Department Training Facility. For more information about 
the Douglas Fire Department and outreach services, call 
(912)384-4815. 

City Commissioner (Ward 3) Olivia Pearson and City Commissioner (Ward 4) Mike Gowen were recognized by the Mayor and 

Board of Commissioners for their achievements with the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) at the February 28, 2022 City 

Commission meeting.   
 

City Commissioner Mike Gowen was recognized for completing the annual Robert E. Knox, Jr. Municipal Leadership Institute.  

The multi-day Leadership Institute, co-sponsored by GMA and the University of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 

featured a nationally recognized training development consultant and speaker. Participants also engaged in role-playing exercises 

designed to cultivate and enhance leadership skills. 
 

City Commissioner Olivia Pearson received GMA’s Certificate of Dedication from the Harold F. Holtz Municipal Training Insti-

tute.  Recipients of the Certificate of Dedication have completed at least 276 hours of training, including at least 108 hours from 

the required list, 18 hours of which must be from the Advanced Leadership track, and the Robert E. Knox, Jr. Municipal Leader-

ship Institute. After obtaining the Certificate of Dedication, officials must complete nine hours of continuing education each year 

to maintain the certificate. For full press release, https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov.  

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/


CITY OF DOUGLAS PROJECT UPDATES 

EXTERIOR: A LOT OF WORK IS TAKING PLACE IN THE PARKING LOT, STUCCO IS BEING PLACED ON EXTERIOR, BRICKS WILL BE 
PAINTED, WINDOWS BEING INSTALLED 

CITY HALL 

INTERIOR: WALLS ARE BEING PREPPED FOR PAINTING, CEILING TILES ARE BEING PLACED, BATHROOMS ARE BEING TILED. 

NEW POOL, POOL HOUSE, SPLASH PAD AND MIRACLE FIELD 
EXTERIOR: WORK IS TAKING PLACE IN THE PARKING LOT, LIGHTING IS BEING INSTALLED INSIDE AND OUT, DUGOUTS HAVE 
BEEN INSTALLED, CONCRETE WALKWAYS ARE THROUGHOUT, SPLASH PAD HAS BEEN POURED 

Main Entrance Lobby & Customer Service Center 

Council Room Council Room Bathroom Hallway 

Exterior facing Bryan Street 

Miracle Field with Dugouts—specialized covering 
will be placed soon. 

Splash Pad  Back entrance to pool house & concession 
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Morgan Merritt—8 yrs. (Fire) 

Chad Williams—16 yrs. (Police) 

Rex Ricketson—24 yrs. (Douglas Utilities) 

Dale Merritt—27 yrs. (Fire) 

Rusty Huelett—29 yrs. (Parks & Recreation) 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 

Full-Time Positions 

Administrative Support Clerk 

(Municipal Court/Finance Dept.) 

Groundsman (Douglas Utilities Dept.) 

Police Officer (open until filled) 
 

Part-Time Positions 

Concession Worker 

Scorekeeper 

Swim Team Coach 

Lifeguards 

Part-Time Volunteer Firefighter 
 

Apply in person at Human Resources          

Department located at 316 E. Bryan 

Street (old Gas Dept. building) or 

online at  

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov 

Joe Stewart—30 years (Police) 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW EMPLOYEES! 

Thomas Chaney (Parks & Rec.), Angelica Perez (Customer 

Service), Yvette Solorsano (Customer Service), Alyssa 

Fussell (Community Development), Jeffery Taylor (Electric), 

and Mary Mireles (Community Development). Thanks for 

joining our team at the City of Douglas!! 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.paymyrent.ga.gov/
https://georgiamortgageassistance.ga.gov/


 

 

 

 

 

 
At the February 17, 2022 monthly meeting, the Council 
recognized the February Outstanding Youth Meia Batten 
and the Outstanding Community Member Anterius Paulk
-Vickers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special guest speaker, Dr. Ingrid Thompson-Sellers (SGSC 
President), gave a brief history about South Georgia 
State College and new Bachelor Programs.  Meagan Day 
(SGSC Recruiter and Alpha Phi Omega Advisor), spoke 
about SGSC enrollment services and campus life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The next Mayor’s Youth Council will be held on Thurs-
day, March 17, 2022, 6PM at the Youth Center. For more 
details, please contact Dinitra Williams, Douglas Mayor’s 
Youth Council & Teen Court Coordinator, at (912) 331-
9398 or call the City Clerk’s office at (912) 389-3405.  
 

For the complete press release, https://
www.cityofdouglasga.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1554 
 
 

FEBRUARY  
UPDATE 

Press Release from Girls With Impact website 
(Atlanta, GA) – In advance of Women’s History 
Month, Jennifer Nettles, the Georgia native 
who went on to become a Grammy Award-
winning singer, songwriter, actress and record 
producer, today announced 500 Girls With Im-
pact scholarships to be made available to 
young women 14-24 beginning today. 
 
The scholarships, each worth $895, mean that 
500 young women 14-24 will be able to under-
go Girls With Impact’s 10-week Business Acad-
emy at no cost. 
 
For complete news release and qualifications, 
click here for the Girls With Impact website. 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1554
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1554
https://www.girlswithimpact.org/
https://www.girlswithimpact.org/
https://www.girlswithimpact.org/news/georgia-native-jennifer-nettles-grammy-award-winner-pays-it-forward-as-she-awards-500-girls-with-impact-scholarships-in-advance-of-womens-history-month
https://www.girlswithimpact.org/news/georgia-native-jennifer-nettles-grammy-award-winner-pays-it-forward-as-she-awards-500-girls-with-impact-scholarships-in-advance-of-womens-history-month
https://www.girlswithimpact.org/news/georgia-native-jennifer-nettles-grammy-award-winner-pays-it-forward-as-she-awards-500-girls-with-impact-scholarships-in-advance-of-womens-history-month


 

 

 

WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES! 

Southern Lights, 2252 Huffer Rd., 912-381-3207 

La Fondita, 802 S. Peterson Ave., 912-309-8360 

Martinez Lawn Care, 316 New Forest Hwy.,       

912-592-5985 

The Babe Care Lash & Brow Studio, 3891 Bowens 

Mill Rd., 912-493-4094 

Wonderous Works, 1105 Evergreen Ave.,          

912-381-7950 

Douglas Martial Arts, 902 SW Bowens Mill Rd., 

912-592-6858 

Medical Institute of South Georgia, 1214 A N. Pe-

terson Ave., 866-384-8680 

T & F Express, 1342 Fleetwood Circle,                 

912-260-0021 

Metlance, LLC., 2033 Hwy. 32 W., 912-592-1723 

48 Forty Solutions, 534 Thompson Dr., 321-319-

8858 

Wilkins Sports Apparel, 45 Craven Rd.,               

912-384-6083 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marketing Mondays Webinars 
 

 

 
 

https://www.georgiasbdc.org/training/ 

Marketing Monday: Manage Your Social Media in 
Thirty Minutes a Day 

Marketing (Online) 

March 07 

10:00 AM to 11:00 AM  
 
Marketing Monday: Take Your Social Media  
Marketing to the Next Level 
Other (Online) 

March 21 

10:00 AM to 11:00 AM  

DOWNLOAD 
THE NEW  
LEISURE 

GUIDE HERE 
OR PICK UP 
ONE AT THE  
RECREATION 

DEPARTMENT 
TODAY! 

Utility Electrical Supplies 

Bid Deadline:  

March 14, 2022, 2pm 

https://www.georgiasbdc.org/training/
https://ugasbdc.training/ksu/0135-002?programid=179350
https://ugasbdc.training/ksu/0135-002?programid=179350
https://ugasbdc.training/ksu/0282-001?programid=179423
https://ugasbdc.training/ksu/0282-001?programid=179423
https://ugasbdc.training/ksu/0282-001?programid=179423
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/60/Parks-Recreation
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6652/Leisure-Guide-2022?bidId=




NOW ACCEPTING  

APPLICATIONS 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/231/Grants-Administration-Division


AHORA ACEPTANDO  

APLICACIONES 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/231/Grants-Administration-Division


 

The Broadband Survey is a Southern Georgia Regional Commission and the City of Douglas survey to determine 
the need for more accessible and feasible broadband within Coffee County and the Cities of Ambrose, Broxton, 
Douglas, and Nicholls. Please take a few minutes to complete the survey. Feel free to add any additional  
comments. Your input and cooperation with this survey is much appreciated. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Loretta Hylton at the Southern Georgia Regional Commission (SGRC) at 229-333-5277 or email  
lhylton@sgrc.us.  Survey closes on March 9, 2022. Click on this link, https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/68QM5SM  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/68QM5SM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/68QM5SM?fbclid=IwAR2DXUCGezgvXuruIz5b1BHxHrTxQtsSDXA7w2qfTyjIVsQshhFFGt4X68o




In 2020, the City of Douglas was designated as a RURAL Zone by the Georgia Department of Com-

munity Affairs.  Downtown businesses that are located within the RURAL Zone may qualify for tax 

credits relating to property purchase, rehabilitation costs, and job creation.  
 

Investors who purchase a building in the RURAL Zone may receive an Investment Tax Credit which 

is which is equivalent to 25% of the purchase price of the building.  A business owner who  

rehabilitates a business in the Zone may qualify for a Rehabilitation Tax Credit equivalent to 30% of 

qualified rehabilitation costs.  If a business in the Zone creates new jobs or hires at least 2 new  

employees, that business may quality for the Job Tax Credit, which offers $2,000 per new full-time 

equivalent job created.  Each of the three tax credits is dependent upon the creation of at least 

two new full-time equivalent jobs. 
 

To see if your business is located in the RURAL Zone, go to https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov.  

Anyone interested in applying for the RURAL Zone tax credits, please contact Georgia Henderson, 

Community Development Director, 912-383-0277 or email ghenderson@cityofdouglasga.gov. 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov
















PAULK VINEYARDS 

1788 SATILLA RD. 

WRAY, GEORGIA 31798 

https://southgeorgiawinefestival.com/




A new Sidney Bryant film, titled “Believe”, will premiere at the Empowerment Center, located at 489 
206 Connector N., on March 26, 2022.  The movie was filmed in Douglas and features many familiar 
faces from Douglas.  Make plans to join the private red carpet event beginning at 5:30pm.   
For ticket information, www.compelinnerprovince.org.  

https://www.compelinnerprovince.org/
https://www.compelinnerprovince.org/



