
DECEMBER   

CALENDAR 
City Commission Work 

Session & Meeting – Dec. 

12 & 23, 6 PM, Commis-

sion Chambers, City Hall, 

302 S. Madison Avenue. 

WWII Flight Training 

Base  – Dec. 9, 12PM, Air-

port, 440 Elton D. Brooks 

Blvd. 

Keep Douglas Beautiful – 

Dec. 10, 9 AM, City Hall, 

302 S. Madison Avenue. 

Recreation Commission – 

Dec. 10, 11:45 AM, Cen-

tral Square Complex – 

Magnolia Meeting Room, 

200 S. Madison Avenue. 

Historic Preservation 

Committee – Dec. 12, 4 

PM Work Session/4:30 PM 

Meeting, City Hall, 302 S. 

Madison Avenue. 

Planning Commission – 

Dec. 19, 6 PM, City Hall, 

302 S. Madison Avenue. 

On Friday, November 22, 2024, the World War II 
Flight Training Museum, the 63rd Preservation 
Society, the WWII Flight Training Base  
Committee, and the City of Douglas held a ribbon
-cutting ceremony for Cadet Park and the Loring 
Memorial. This event commemorated the 72nd 
anniversary of Major Charles J. Loring Jr.'s heroic  
actions and included the dedication of a memorial 
in his honor. Many family members of Charles 
Loring, along with several distinguished guests, 
were present at the well-attended event. Read more about the ribbon cutting and  
dedication ceremony here. 
 

Pictured above: Joseph Matta, grandson of Charles Loring, cuts the ribbon for the Loring Memorial at 
Cadet Paulk along with Mayor Paulk, Loring Family members, and community leaders. 
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The City of Douglas, in partnership with action pact, Coffee County Commission, and Coffee 
County Board of Education (CCBOE) held the ribbon cutting for the Head Start and Early Head 
Start Expansion Project and Dedication of the Sandra “Gail” Johnson Building on Thursday,     
November 7, 2024. With the completion of the expansion project, the Coffee County Head Start 
program is now poised to meet the growing educational and nutritional needs of children in the 
community. The building was dedicated and named in memory of Sandra “Gail” Johnson.  The 
building dedication plaque reads: “On July 12, 1973, 13-year-old Sandra "Gail" Johnson tragically 
drowned at the African-American public pool once located here. Gail, a bright and joyful young 
girl with dreams of becoming a teacher, left an enduring legacy. While Gail's dreams of inspiring 
and educating children remain unfulfilled, her memory lives on.  This building now stands as a 
beacon of hope, education, and the fulfillment of the promise Gail held in her heart. It highlights 
the strength, resilience, and 
unity of our community while 
serving as a reminder of her 
kindness, intelligence, and the 
bright future she envisioned 
for the children of Douglas 
and Coffee County.” 

Go Trojans 

GO! 

https://www.cityofdouglas.com/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2173






UNITY PARK RENOVATIONS & IMPROVEMENTS  
ARE UNDERWAY!  

A new metal roof has been added, re-painting the  
exterior, the concession interior is undergoing  

Renovations, the picnic shelter has been re-roofed, new 
playground equipment has arrived, and the fields are   

being prepped for new water/irrigation lines. 

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) has 

designated an area in downtown Douglas as a              

Revitalizing Underdeveloped Rural Areas Legislation 

(R.U.R.A.L.) Zone. A map showing the area eligible for 

R.U.R.A.L. Zone incentives can be found on the city’s  

website at cityofdouglasga.gov. This designation enables 

the city to implement the R.U.R.A.L. Zone incentive       

program, which aims to stimulate investment, create jobs, 

and promote economic development in the historic 

downtown area. Accepting applications beginning      

January 1, 2025. 

Douglas Coffee County Parks & Recreation Department Public Notice 
 

 

The Wastewater  

Treatment  

Facility is  

undergoing  

renovations. 

Since September 27, 2024, Wheeler Park has been closed until further notice. Please do not allow children to play on equip-
ment at Wheeler Park. The caution tape that was around the equipment has been removed by someone not affiliated with the 
city or Parks & Recreation officials. New caution tape will be around the equipment as soon as possible - do not remove the 
tape, it is there for a reason. The park is CLOSED.  
• Wheeler Park sustained SEVERE damage from Hurricane Helene inside the park, park shelter, and playground equipment. 

There are so many hazards that prevent the safe play of children in the park. Signs are posted that say the park is CLOSED. 
Please follow the closure and not visit Wheeler Park or allow your children to play on the equipment. Please know workers 
are in the process of cleaning and repairing, however, it will take several months and we do not want any child to be 
harmed while the park is closed. 

• We are also not allowing nighttime practices or games on our athletic fields due to safety concerns with lighting. New 
lighting or repair products for the lighting have been ordered.  

• Please be patient and understanding as we continue to maneuver through a safe recovery for all our parks and recreation 
facilities.  

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/261/RURAL-Zone


Blondale Thomas, Public Information Manager, joined other Georgia 

Government Communicators at the GMA Communicators quarterly 

meeting at the North Houston Athletic Complex in Warner Robins.  

The meeting focused on communications during a disaster and for-

mulating a cohesive communications plan ahead before the disaster.  

Warner Robins Marketing and Communications Specialist Jeremy 

Fermin, Rockdale County Director of Public Relations Melisa Mims, 

and Chatham County Public Information Director Catherine Glasby 

discussed their most recent experiences managing communication 

during disasters. They also shared practical advice to the group to 

help prepare for effective communication in future emergencies. 

 

EMPLOYEE  
ANNIVERSARY  

SPOTLIGHT  
 

Thank you for your service to the citizens of 
Douglas! Here’s our OUTSTANDING  

employees that are celebrating employment  
anniversaries of 5 years or more with the City of  

Douglas during the month of December! 
 
Nathaniel Roberts—6 years (Police) 
Mikki Curry—9 years (City Manager’s Office) 
Wade Carver—12 years (Fire) 
Tommy Harrell—16 years (Finance Director) 
Steve McClelland—16 years (Customer Service) 
Josh Milhollin—25 years (Parks & Recreation) 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx


Mayor’s Youth Council Holds November Meeting 
On Monday, November 18th, 2024, the Douglas Mayor’s Youth 
Council conducted its monthly meeting for November. Jr. Mayor Des-
tiny Henderson led the meeting and acknowledged Jr. Commissioner 
Gabrielle Burns. The Youth Council spotlighted and recognized Oscar 
Street as the Outstanding Community Leader for November, and the 
special guest speaker was Shelley Smith, a Military Counselor with 
Magellan Federal. Read more, https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/
CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2172 
~Submitted by Dani Davis, DMYC Public Relations 

The Youth Council chose to 
highlight a special contributor 
to Coffee   County’s history, 

Oscar Street for the          
Outstanding Community  

Leader in November 2024.                 
Pictured (L-R): Gabrielle 
Burns (Jr. Commissioner), 

Destiny Henderson (Jr. 
Mayor), and Oscar Street. 

Shelley Smith, a     
military and family life 
counselor at Magellan 
Federal, was the guest 
speaker for November. 

Pictured (L-R):     
Gabrielle Burns (Jr. 

Commissioner), Shelley 
Smith, and Destiny 

Henderson (Jr. Mayor). 



LongHorn Steakhouse, 1311 S. Peterson Avenue 

Queen Kiss Creations, 405 E. College Park Dr. 

Southeastern Grocers, 901W. Ward & 813 W. 

Ward St. 

RGC Roofers, 1204 Ocilla Rd. 

Seasons of the Wick, 107 E. Bryan Street 

Congratulations to these business who celebrated 
ribbon cuttings in November. 

Thank you for doing business in Douglas-Coffee County! 

Hospice Care Options, 1202 Ocilla Rd. 

LongHorn Steakhouse 
opened their doors on  
Monday, November 18, 
2024. Following the ribbon 
cutting, the culinary team 
presented their signature 
Outlaw Ribeye, to Mayor 
Paulk.  Thank you to  
LongHorn Steakhouse for  
choosing Douglas and  
Coffee County! 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/6685/CleanupDayFlyer2024?bidId=


https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/home-fire-safety/put-a-freeze-on-winter-fires
https://www.nfpa.org/en/education-and-research/home-fire-safety/put-a-freeze-on-winter-fires








https://www.supportgeorgiafarmers.org/
https://cfcg.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=2419&fbclid=IwY2xjawG8R2tleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHTdhIrl3-pukwUWrmtcJFeZ3iIItoa-Y2DsMk6VT-A-01PGerw_gvinGqQ_aem_9YFkXoyeGEAF7QJGkK9atw


https://aceloans.org/ace-launches-emergency-
disaster-relief-loans-for-south-georgia-businesses-
affected-by-hurricane-helene/ 

https://aceloans.org/ace-launches-emergency-disaster-relief-loans-for-south-georgia-businesses-affected-by-hurricane-helene/
https://aceloans.org/ace-launches-emergency-disaster-relief-loans-for-south-georgia-businesses-affected-by-hurricane-helene/
https://aceloans.org/ace-launches-emergency-disaster-relief-loans-for-south-georgia-businesses-affected-by-hurricane-helene/
https://aceloans.org/ace-launches-emergency-disaster-relief-loans-for-south-georgia-businesses-affected-by-hurricane-helene/






 CANCELLED—FULL REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED IF TICKETS WERE PURCHASED  





 

 

 







December 9, 2024 






















