
JANUARY 2026  

CALENDAR 
Land Bank Authority –  

January 8, 2:00PM, City Hall, 

302 S. Madison Ave. 

WWII Flight Training Base 

Committee – January 12, 

12:00PM, Airport, 440  

Elton D. Brooks Blvd. 

City Commission Work  

Session & Meeting – January 

12 & 27, 6:00PM, City Hall, 

302 S. Madison Ave. 

Keep Douglas Beautiful 

Board – January 13, 9:00AM 

City Hall, 302 S. Madison 

Airport Commission –  

January 14, 12:00PM,  

Airport, 440 Elton D. Brooks 

Veterans Park Committee – 

January 21, 10:00 AM, Air-

port, 440 Elton D. Brooks 

Historic Preservation –  

January 22, 3:00PM, City 

Hall, 302 S. Madison Ave. 

Planning Commission –  

January 26, 10:00 AM, City 

Hall, 302 S. Madison Ave. 

Downtown Development  

Authority – January 28, 

8:30AM Chamber of  

Commerce, 114 N. Peterson 

Ave. Suite 205 

GICH Committee – January 

28, 3:00 PM, City Hall, 302 

S. Madison Ave.  
 

To view the full calendar, 
 

 Volume XVIII, Issue I 

In October 2024, the Community Foundation of 
Coffee County awarded a $12,500 grant to the 
City of Douglas to assist with improvements at 
Douglas-Coffee County Veterans Park (440 El-
ton D. Brooks Blvd.). These funds supported 
several meaningful upgrades, including the 
installation of the John S. Gibson Memorial, a 
brick walkway leading to the Fallen Soldier 
Statue, re-painting of the insignia in the middle 
of Veterans Park, planting two trees beside the 
memorial, and the addition of eight metal 
benches placed on concrete pads. 
 

The City of Douglas and Veterans Park extend their sincere appreciation to the Community 
Foundation of Coffee County for its generous support and dedication to honoring our nation’s 
veterans through these impactful projects.  
 

 

Above photo: John Gibson Memorial at Veterans Park 

Congratulations to the City of Douglas for earning its 4th  
consecutive PlanFirst Designation!! 

At the City Commission meeting on Thursday, December 11, 2025, Daniel 
Gaddis, Planning & Program Director at the Georgia Department of  
Community Affairs (DCA), formally presented the City of Douglas with its 
historic fourth consecutive PlanFirst designation. Read more about what this means for 
future growth in Douglas, HERE! 

L-R: Georgia Henderson (Assistant City Manager/Community Development Director), Daniel Gaddis (Planning Outreach  
Coordinator for the Georgia Department of Community Affairs), Mayor Tony Paulk, and Commissioner Edwin Taylor. 

https://www.cityofdouglas.com/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=14,41
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/2340
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/2337






The FISH Employee Incentive Committee had an action-packed  
December! Team members celebrated the season with Polar Express 

Day & Family Night, Department Appreciation Days, Ugliest  
Christmas Sweater Day, and a fun Three Little Pigs Scavenger Hunt. 
A big thank you to everyone on the FISH Committee for making the 

holidays brighter and more festive for all of us! 

Here’s our OUTSTANDING employees that are 
celebrating employment anniversaries of 5 years or 
more with the City of Douglas during the month of 
January. We say thank you for your service to the 

citizens of  Douglas!  
 

Rigo Victoria—6 yrs. (Police) 
Christian Mikell—7 yrs. (Finance) 
Willie Styles—7 yrs. (Customer Service) 
Scott Gilbert—11 yrs. (I.T.) 
Leon Whitley—19 Yrs. (Police) 
Terry Fesperman—22 yrs. (Vehicle Mtc.     
Director) 

Congratulations to  
DFD Firefighter of the Year  

Kaden Clements and  
DFD Officer of the Year Robert Beecher! 

Milestone Anniversary 

Lillie Smith—5 Yrs. 

(Electric) 



Apply TODAY! 
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WTLV8CX


Flores Brew & Company, 809 E. Baker Hwy.,    
912-501-7596 

GHP Management, Inc., 217 S. Madison Ave.,   
912-384-1781 

Jake Ray’s Burgers & Bites, Mobile Vendor,     
912-381-7841 

Los Tres Agaves, 306 S. Peterson Ave.,              
912-591-5620 

McKinnon Apraisal Corp., 1204 Hampton Rd. 

South Georgia Housing Center, 1010 Bowens Mill 
Rd., 912-592-7630 

Vision Cargo, 2141 N. Industrial Blvd., 912-381-
8984 

Thank you for doing business in 
Douglas-Coffee County! 

RW Griffin Feed, Seed, & Fertilizer, Inc.  
located in the historic Coca-Cola building in 

Downtown Douglas. 

Platform Douglas, 609 Lupo Lane,  
912-387-4344  

Skintastic Skin Spa, 501 W. Ward Street,  
912-383-0005 



 

Congratulations to DPD 
Officer Flores who has 

successfully  
completing the Custom 
Canine Unlimited Drug 

Detection and  
Tracking K9  

Handler Course!  
 

Congratulations to Ofc. M. Spangler and  
Ofc. J. Calderon (top left) for earning the Top Shot 

Award, to Sgt. M. Cater (top right) for receiving both 
Employee of the  

Quarter and Employee of the Year, Investigator B. 
O’Steen (bottom left) was honored with the Chief’s  
Commendation Award, and Ofc. J. Zuniga (bottom 

right) received the Community Service Award. 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to Shop 

with a Cop! The DPD, DFD, and  

partnering agencies had an amazing time  

celebrating with the kids and their families. We hope 

everyone enjoyed a wonderful  

Christmas! More photos from the event are on the  

Coffee Co. Sheriff’s Dept. FB page! 

 

The Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

has designated an area in downtown Douglas as a              

Revitalizing Underdeveloped Rural Areas Legislation 

(R.U.R.A.L.) Zone. A map showing the area eligible for 

R.U.R.A.L. Zone incentives can be found on the city’s  

website at cityofdouglasga.gov. This designation  

enables the city to implement the R.U.R.A.L. Zone  

incentive program, which aims to stimulate  

investment, create jobs, and promote economic  

development in the historic downtown area.  

Accepting applications beginning January 1, 2026. 

 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/jobs.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/coffeesheriffga
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/261/RURAL-Zone
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11747/MAP---Douglas-Proposed-RURAL-Zone
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/261/RURAL-Zone


City of Douglas Bids 

https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/bids.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/bids.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/bids.aspx
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/11808/Junk-Drop-Off-2026


https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/298/Keep-Douglas-Beautiful-Committee


We also want to let you know that the heating system at Central Square Gym (the big 
gym) is currently out of service. Unfortunately, repairs are not scheduled to be  
completed until March 2026. During basketball games and other events, the gym may 
be cooler than usual, so please dress warmly and make sure your kids are bundled up 
too! If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us at (912) 384-5978. 
Thank you for your understanding and continued support! 
— Douglas-Coffee County Parks & Recreation  

 

Important Notice: Upcoming Renovations at Central Square 
The Douglas-Coffee County Parks & Recreation Department will soon 

begin major renovations at our Central Square facilities. This will affect 
the availability of: Both Gyms, Meeting Rooms, Weir Center, and the 
Youth Center. Due to the uncertain renovation schedule, rentals will 

now be offered month-to-month only.  
Here's how it works: You can book now for January 2026 and  

the next month will open for booking around the 3rd week of the  
current month. (Example: January rentals are open now; February will 

likely open around the 3rd week of January.) 
We know this may cause some inconvenience, and we truly appreciate 
your patience and understanding. These renovations are essential to 

keep our facilities safe, modern, and enjoyable for everyone! 

https://cityofdouglasga.parksrec.tylerapp.com/146725prod/ParksRec/portal/Home




https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/304/Enterprise-Zones






https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/78/Fire-Safety-Education












https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9096/FairHousingBrochure
https://www.cityofdouglasga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/9097/fairhousingbrochurespanish
https://myactionpact.org/eap/


https://www.dca.ga.gov/georgia-historic-preservation-division


https://www.georgiamortgageassistance.ga.gov/


https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/single-family-housing-programs/single-family-housing-repair-loans-grants/ga









