
 
During World War II, an average of 200    

cadets and 75 personnel remained on the  

airbase.  Joint management of the airbase 

continued; the Raymond-Brinkerhoff Aviation 

Company controlled the flying instructors and 

buildings, while the Army had control of the 

mechanics, cadets and hospital.  By 1943, The 

main field had grown to 3500õ X 3500õ with 

auxiliary fields.  With 10 barracks added in 

1942, additional barracks began construction 

in 1943.  When Brinkerhoff resigned from 

Raymond-Brinkerhoff, the company was               

re-organized into the RaymondñRichardson 

Aviation Company.  The base continued to 

grow to 12 buildings and one flag pole.  An 

estimated total of 7,000 WWII cadets       

graduated from the 63rd Army Air Force 

Flight Training School.  During the war, many     

cadets went on to fly in WWII, win honors, 

and some gave the ultimate sacrifice.  In Dec. 

1944, the base was decommissioned and   

returned as a civilian complex to the City of 

Douglas.  Over the years, the airbase has been 

used for multiple purposes from a spring 

baseball training site to school housing to 

government office space.   

The WWII 63rd AAF-FTD Flight Training  

Museum is occupied on the grounds  

of the Airbase and the Douglas-Coffee  

County Veterans Park. 
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